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Dear Mr. Hoogasian:

I of the above Act previﬁag;

“$he fecllowing persons may con-
tract ané be joined in marriage:

*(a) #Hale persons of 21’pr BOXe
years and female persons of 1€ or moxe
years: or

*(b) Male persons of 18 or more
yeere and female persons of 16 or more
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years. However, the parent or guard-
far of such persons must appear before
the county clexrk in the county where
either such mirnor person resides, ox
hefore the county clerk to whom appli-
cation for a license under Section €

iz made, and meke affidavit that he

or she is the perent or guardian of
sveh minor and give conaent to the mar-
risge. 8Buch parent oxr guardisn shall,
when giving corsent to such marriage,
also make affidavit aa to the date and
place of birtk, and plsce of residence
of zuch mpinor and submit such proof

of such minor's zge as the county clerk
finds necessary to conply with the pur-
potess of the Act.”

- I issued opinion KHo. 8-498, dated June 30, 1972,
finding that the age differential in sec. 3 of that Act,
where male perzons were regquired to be twenty-one years
of age and females eighteen yesrs of age to contract mar-
riage without perental consent, was dizcriminatory and
unconstituticonal under the Egual FProtection Clause of the
Federal Comstitution, the Illinois Equal Protection Clause,
hrticle I, sec. 2, and the guarantee of equal protection
to the sexes, Illinois cdnatitution,.ﬁzticla I, sec. 18.

1 believe thet the question you present s sub-
~ Ject to the same rules and reasoning set out in opinien
No. 8-490, and I rofer you to that opinion for a detailed
anélyais of the reasoning involved.,

1t is therefore my opirion that sec. 3 of “AN
}CT to revise the lavw in relation to marriages® is uncon-

stitutional insofer ss it dlfferentiates between the scexes,
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permitting a fewales person between the ages of sirteen and
eighteen to marxy with_par&ntal congent, and denying this
right to the male, reqguiring him to be eged eighteen to
twenty-one to marry with parental consent. Under the Ped-
eral and Illirois Constitutions, a sex discriminpation and
danial of equal protection thercfore arises. The nondis-
cximinatory age for Loth sexes to marry with parental adn—
sent would be the ages of sixteen to eighteen.

Vﬁiy truly yours,

EEXTORYVRY GENMNERAL




